{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 506                  LIFE  AND   TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Your Excellency is not exposed to a peculiar annoyance which has to be endured in the middle class, I mean the tyranny of mediocrity, which, confiding in its majority of votes, demands submission, and attacks and proscribes as a rebel any one who resists because he knows better, and despises such contemptible tyrants. From this plague I too was free while we lived at Koine, and it is one of the heavy, heavy sacrifices which I made to home\-sickness and my wife's antipathy, that I gave up a position which saved roe from this accursed equality \hich\af0\loch\af0\dbch\f2\cchs0 \'95\hich\af0\dbch\af2\loch\f0\cchs0  I say equality, because now I am only a scholar and an author, to whom the youngust and emptiest may fancy himself at least equal.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 He still cannot forgive Dahlmann :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 I cannot possibly write to him again, for he has answered with the most haughty anger a few lines which contained nothing but a playful reference to the folly of mixing up the Carlsbad Resolutions with the Collection, and a hint to think twice about such expressions as occur in his letter, ' that he could never have acted with Polybius if he had been his contemporary.' It is a really outrageous self-conceit which rules in a small University and a remote province, where there is endless chattering and Mediocrity has established her throne.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 But we begin now to discover the thoughts about the future of Europe which possessed Nicbuhr's mind.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 I do not despair of my children seeing the commencement of a time when even an imperial Assembly of Estates may really deliberate on business, not on general questions of Freedom of the Press, Trial by Jury, and such rubbish 1 For whatever reasons the inaction in which Europe is held is aimed at, it is a blessing in any case; gradually we are weaned from the violent stimulants which, since 1789, had grown to be our daily bread, and we learn once more to think about our own personal affairs, and to build and plant for a future, for one's own age, and own children. Only I wish there was no Russia! It is really out of horror at that abominable barbaric Power that 1 want to settle my children here on the Rhine.}\par }